Domino N-/C- or N-/N-/C-arylation of imidazoles to yield polyaryl imidazolium salts via atom-economical use of diaryliodonium salts.
Herein, we disclose a Cu-mediated domino di-/triarylation reaction of imidazoles to efficiently access polyaryl imidazolium salts in a single step by using two aryls as well as an anion of a diaryliodonium salt. The diarylation shows high atom economy and excellent selectivity with unsymmetrical iodonium salts.